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AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
MIDWINTER MEETINGS. 

The midwinter meetings of the A. L. A. 
Council were open to members of the asso- 
ciation and were well attended. Besides 
committee reports, valuable papers were 
presented on the Economics of Library 
Architecture, by Mr. C. W. Andrews, of the 
John Crerar Library, Chicago; Publicity 
Methods for Libraries, by Willis H. Kerr, of 
Emporia, Kansas Normal School Library; 
The Place of the Library in a University, 
by Dr. E. C. Richardson, of Princeton Uni- 
versity, and The Municipal Reference Li- 
brary and The City Library, by S. H. Ranck, 
Grand Rapids. Dr. Dawson Johnston, of St. 
Paul, led the discussion of Mr. Andrews’ 
paper on Library Architecture, and Mrs. Mary 
W. Dietrichson, Municipal Reference Libra- 
Tian of Minneapolis, followed Mr. Ranck’s 
Paper with an outline of the plans for the 
new business and municipal branch to be 
opened in Minneapolis. 

In the discussion on Publicity Methods, 
the advantages of co-operative printing and 
the need of a publicity expert were clearly 





explained and as a result a committee on 
publicity was appointed to study and report 
a comprehensive publicity plan for the 
American Library Association, the state li- 
brary associations and commissions and lo- 
cal libraries. 

The League of Library Commissions held 
two sessions which were attended by repre- 
sentatives of library commissions of 14 
states, as well as many other library work- 
ers. 

Miss Julia A. Robinson, secretary of the 
Iowa ‘Library Commission, read a paper on 
Progress of Rural Library Extension Work 
in the U. S., giving a resume of existing 
county laws and their operation and the es- 
sentials of a good working law. 

Mr. Henry N. Sanborn, Indiana, read a 
paper on Commission Helps in Book Selec- 
tion. There seems to be but two ways in 
which a commission can aid in book selec- 
tion; directly by supervision or actual 
choice for the individual and indirectly by 
distribution of lists and general advice, or 
by instruction. 

The direct methods are so individual that 
they cannot be profitably discussed. The 
great advantage of direct aid is, of course, 
that it gives the state some control of the 
book selection, and this is obviously impor- 
tant in the case of fiction. If commissions 
could double the money spent by the library 
for fiction on condition that only a certain 
per cent of the library’s book fund should 
be spent for fiction and that the commis- 
sion should approve the list of all the fiction 
bought, we might do much to raise the 
standard. 

The indirect ways of helping in book se- 
lection are more numerous. The commis- 











sion bulletins, aside from any book lists 
they contain, are of first importance, with 
frequent paragraphs or articles on some 
principle of book selection. The commis- 
sion may also serve in a negative way by 
giving warnings against inferior sets of 
books and series. The district meeting or 
library institute and the summer course are 
also most effective through the close touch 
established with small and even larger libra- 
ries. The students naturally turn to the 
commission for help in many matters, and 
almost every mail brings an inquiry about 
this book or that set. Distribution of spe- 
cial lists is another useful aid. 

Miss May Massee, editor of the Booklist, 
followed with a clear presentation of the 


method of preparing the Booklist. The Pub- 
lisher’s Weekly and publishers’ lists are 
checked. Titles under consideration are 


printed on galley sheets, which are sent to 
53 large libraries and library commissions. 
These are checked + or — and returned. 
These titles are also listed on cards, on 
which the votes as received are entered. 
The chief English and American reviews, 
and 100 special periodicals are indexed and 
abstracts of reviews filed with the cards, 
also the notes from libraries. There is a 
corps of 50 special readers. 

In the choice of fiction, it is obvious that 
no two persons can agree. There are per- 
haps a half a dozen books in a month which 
we would all agree upon, but the rest are 
mediocre and it is a matter of selection. 

The second session was chiefly devoted to 
committee reports and recommendations. A 
full report by Lilly Borresen, 





of the La | 


Crosse, Wisconsin, Public Library on For- | 


eign Books for Traveling and Public Libra- 
ries showed considerable progress has been 


made in collecting lists already in print or | 


typewritten and ascertaining the names of 
compilers. 

Mr. J. I. Wyer, Jr., of New York, pre- 
sented correspondence with the Carnegie 
Corporation, relating to the ten per cent re- 
quirement for maintenance of library build- 
ings. The corporation will in future em- 
phasize the fact that ten per cent is merely 
the minimum. 

A resolution on the Stevens-Ayres bill re- 
lating to fixing prices was passed, protest- 
ing against such legislation as inflicting a 
serious injury to libraries. A committee 
was appointed to inform library commis- 





sions, libraries and departments of educa- 
tion as to pending legislation and urge a 
general protest. 

A talk on Commission Aims and Achieve. 
ments, by J. I. Wyer, Jr., New York, pointed 
out that in future commission aims will be 
intensive rather than extensive, that there 
will be more differentiation in methods jn 
different states, tending toward unification 
of agencies for education and library exten. 
sion, more active campaigns to increase tax 
support for local libraries, more effective 
organization of libraries, and more instruc. 
tion ot library workers through institutes, 

The School Library Section held two 
meetings. In the absence of Miss Mary 
Hall, Chairman of the Section, Miss Martha 
Wilson of Minnesota, presided at the open- 
ing session, which was given over to reports 
and general discussion. Concerted effort 
was urged for appointment of trained super- 
visors of school libraries in all states. Pro- 
gress was reported on the list of books for 
school libraries, to be published by the U. 
S. Bureau of Education. 

Miss Irene Warren, President of the N. 
Kk. A. Library Department, outlined the plans 
for the meeting and exhibit at New York in 
July, 1916, and presided over the discussion 
of Normal and Elementary School Libraries, 
Some of the topics presented were supervi- 
sion of school libraries by state library com- 
missions and departments of education, 
courses in children’s literature for normal 
schools and the importance of a thoroughly 
equipped children’s library in all normal 
school libraries. 

The High School librarians held an in- 
formal round table, considering various 
topics in regard to the management of high 
school libraries. 

Minnesota was represented at the meet- 


| ings by Dr. Johnston of St. Paul, Mr. Walk- 


ley and Mrs. Dietrichson of Minneapolis, 
Mr. Lien of the State Library, Mr. Gilchrist 
of the University Library, Miss Wilson of 
the Department of Education, and the 
Misses Baldwin, Pringle, Haven and Cowley 
of the Library Commission. 


Annual Conference, Asbury Park, N. J. 
June 26-July 1. 

The Thirty-eighth Annual Conference of 
the American Library Association will be 
held at Asbury Park, New Jersey, June 26- 
July 1. 
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It has been generally understood that the 
conference this year would be held some- 
where in the middle west, but after a thor- 
ough canvass of possible localities, none 
seemed available, aside from the cities, ex- 
cept Mackinac. A rather general opposi- 
tion to another Mackinac conference de- 
yeloped, and the cities have always been re- 
garded as the last resort. 

It was decided that Asbury Park was 
more easily accessible than Mackinac, 
pringing members from Chicago and St. 
Louis without change, via Philadelphia, a 
concession being made by the railroad com- 
pany on this point, so that travelers need 
not go via New York and be required to 
change trains there. The fact that the Na- 
tional Education Association expects to meet 
in New York the week beginning July 3 was 
another deciding consideration since for 
years the American Library Association has 
been trying to effect a conjunction with the 
larger body, and this was the first available 
opportunity. The easier possibility of se- 
curing speakers near the centers of popula- 
tion than at Mackinac was an argument the 
program committee felt to be a weighty one, 
inasmuch as the success of a conference de- 
pends largely on the program. 

The Executive Board did feel, however, 
that a thorough canvass should be made an- 
other year of the whole middle west, and 
that any member living in that section 
should feel entitled to take part in the 
search and to make known his findings to 
the board. 

Asbury Park is abundantly able to care 
for the conference comfortably and its prox- 
imity to large library centers will probably 
make it one of the largest conferences in 
the history of the association. 


NORTHEASTERN MINNESOTA EDUCA- 
TIONAL ASSOCIATION. 
Library Section. 

The Library section of the Northeastern 
Minnesota Educational Association met in 
Duluth, Friday afternoon, February 18, at 
1:45 and the discussions continued through- 
out the afternoon. 

Martha Wilson, Supervisor of School Li- 
braries, presided. 

Elementary teachers, principals of grade 
schools, teachers of training departments in 
high schools, high school librarians and nor- 








mal school librarians were present to the 
number of forty. 

Topics relating to the elementary school 
were first taken up. Miss Alice N. Farr of 
Mankato, president of the School Libraries’ 
Section of the M. E. A. spoke on Choosing 
the illustrative story and poem, citing ex- 
amples of those used in the Mankato Nor- 
mal School, books of especial value among 
the collections of stories and poems, and of 
the indexes which make the stories and 
poems easily available, such as Salisbury’s 
“Index to short stories,” and Power’s “List 
of stories and programs for story hours.” 
The mimeographed lists of stories and 
poems to use in the grades were eagerly 
taken by the teachers. 

Miss Ruth Ely, librarian of the Duluth 
Normal School, exhibited a number of pam- 
phlets and magazines which she has found 
especially helpful in the normal school. 
These were discussed somewhat according 
to their origin, those from the government, 
state publications, pamphlets issued by 
state universities, and periodicals and pam- 
phlets of especial pedagogical value from 
miscellaneous sources. The diversity of 
such material was shown and its value dem- 
onstrated. 

Discussion following included lists of 
pamphleis for the elementary or rural teach- 
er in her school, material for history and 
geography, nature study, play and games, 
picture study and stories obtainable in this 
form, sources for pamphlet material and its 
care in the school. 

Instruction of teachers in library matters 
was the subject of the second group of 
topics. 

Miss Farr told of the work given in the 
Mankato Normal School in teaching the use 
of the library. When all high schools give 
this instruction, the normal school librarian 
will then be able to devote her time to more 
advanced work. The course in children’s 
literature in the normal school is very val- 
uable to the elementary teacher. The nor- 
mal school should give this book knowledge 
and an idea of how to use the town or school 
library. The very large groups of students 
and the demands on the librarian’s time, 
make technical instruction impossible. 

Library instruction in the normal training 
department was introduced by Miss Wilson. 
Because of the value of the library in the 
country school, the prospective country 











teacher should be given every opportunity 
to become familiar with good children’s 


books. Every teachers’ training depart- 
ment should have a collection of real chil- 
dren’s books and a small model country 
school library, if possible. Each student 
should learn to know these books; and she 
should become sufficiently familiar with the 
Minnesota “List of books for elementary 
and rural schools” that she may order books 
intelligently. On the technical side, she may 
be taught how to put a country school li- 
brary in order, mend the books, classify 
them by the school list, accession them, ar- 
range them on the shelves, and how to keep 
a record of books loaned. 

Following the topics on the program, the 
school librarians informally discussed prob- 
lems connected with their own libraries: or- 
ganization, arrangement, use, etc. 

Miss Mcllvaine, of Nashwauk, told of her 
course to the students in the use of the li- 
brary. General discussion showed that some 
standardization of such instruction was de- 
sirable, and that this problem was one on 
which all the school librarians could profit- 
ably work. M. W. 


CLARA BALDWIN LIBRARY CLUB. 


The regular meeting of the Clara Baldwin 
Library Club was held at Keewatin, Decem- 
ber 1, 1915, with an attendance of eleven 
from libraries at Virginia, Chisholm, Buhl, 
Marble, Hibbing, Coleraine, Mountain Iron, 
Nashwauk, Keewatin and Eveleth. 

Miss Palmer opened the program with an 
account of the Chisholm Public Library’s 
recreational activities. Various clubs and 
church organizations use the club rooms 
regularly, while the games room is much 
appreciated by the boys. 

Miss Hurlbert followed with a talk about 
the “Library and the purchase of question- 
able fiction.” That a lack of adequate warn- 
ings made it difficult to know whether or not 
a questionable title should be purchased 
seemed the general opinion of the librarians 
assembled. After discussion the secretary 
was instructed to write the editor of the A. 
L. A. booklist about the possibility of pro- 
viding advance information about titles. At 
the next meeting each librarian was to bring 
a list of books that had been taken for va- 
rious reasons from the open shelves in her 
library. 





What the library does with high schoo) 
students after school hours was discusgeq 
by Miss Stebbins. 

The program concluded with a general 
talk on Recreation by Mr. Wier of the Play. 
ground and Recreation Association of 
America. 

The meeting was held at 10 a. m. followed 
by a luncheon which was served by the do. 
mestic science department. 

Another meeting of the club was held at 
Mountain Iron, January 19, 1916. 

The program opened with a round table 
discussion of ways and means for the ex. 
change of foreign books on the Range. Miss 
Palmer’s motion that foreign books be ex. 
changed every six months was supported by 
Miss Frost. 

Miss Frost gave several suggestions for 
methods of co-operation with teachers, 
Having notices of assignments sent to the 
library, collecting material for special occa- 
sions, purchasing books supplementing the 
curriculum and getting them ready during 
the summer for fall work, and giving in 
structions to the students in the use of the 
library, were some of the valuable hints 
brought out by this talk. 

The round table comparisons and discus- 
sions of individual problems in questionable 
books called forth many amusing incidents, 
This was limited to fiction, and what read- 
ers in one community had criticised the pa 
trons of another had highly recommended. 
No serious results were obtained other than 
the usual one of carefulness in purchasing. 

Miss Richardson told of what had been 
done in the way of materials and methods 
for holiday observance in February. Story 
hours, historical and patriotic pictures for 
the children’s room, gathering the holiday 
material together, clipping recitations and 
circulating them, were some of the methods 
that had in a measure supplied the demand. 

There were thirteen members presett, 
representing the libraries at Mt. Iron, Chis 
holm, Hibbing, Virginia, Buhl, Keewatit, 
Nashwauk and Eveleth. 

After the discussion the club adjourned 
for luncheon, which was served by the d¢ 
mestic science department of the Mountail 
Iron High School. 

MARGARET HICKMAN, 
Secretary. 
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BOOK PRICES. 

Sometime since the Supreme Court of the 
U. 8. decided that the publishers’ agreement 
py which the discount to libraries upon net 
pooks was limited to 10 per cent, was con- 
trary to public policy and illegal. It has 
recently therefore been possible to obtain 
much larger discounts through some dealers, 
thus increasing materially the purchasing 
power of the book fund. 

Legislation has been pending in Congress 
which would legalize such fixing of prices, 
and be very detrimental to library interests. 
The matter was fully discussed at the meet- 
ing of the A. L. A. council and also of the 
League of Library Commissions in Chicago. 
Resolutions were passed and committees ap- 
pointed from both bodies to protest against 
such legislation as far as it affected prices to 
libraries, as being unjust to patrons of libra- 
ries and crippling an important educational 
agency. 

A new bill known as the Stephens-Ashurst 
bill was introduced in the House of Repre- 
sentatives on January 21 (H. R. 9671) and 
in the Senate in identical form January 25 
(S. 8945). There is a new paragraph ex- 
empting sales to libraries and other public 
institutions and the provisions of the origi- 
nal measure against monopoly and combina- 
tions are not weakened. The bill as it 
stands now seems to safeguard library inter- 
ests, but it will do no harm for librarians to 
call this important matter to the attention 
of their congressmen. 


SUMMER SCHOOL. 

The Summer School for Library Training 
will be held at the State University, June 12 
to July 21, as a department of the Univer- 
sity Summer School. 

The usual elementary course for libra- 
rians of small public libraries and assistants 
in larger libraries will be offered under the 
direction of the secretary of the Commis- 
sion, assisted by members of the Commis- 
sion staff. Miss Martha wilson, Supervisor 
of School Libraries, will have charge of the 
course for school librarians and will also as- 
sist in the regular courses in book-selection 
and reference work. Miss Bertha Barden, 
of the St. Paul Public Library, will give the 
instruction in classification and cataloging. 

Through the courtesy of the Department 
of Education, a special course in children’s 
literature is offered by Mrs. Gudrun Thorne- 











Thomsen of Riverside, Ill, already well 
known to Minnesota librarians. These lec- 
tures will begin June 26 and will probably 
continue for two weeks. Former students 
of the school are cordially invited to return 
for the course, which is offered as supple- 
mentary work. 

The course is open only to those holding 
positions in school or public libraries or un- 
der definite appointment to such positions. 
Owing to the large number of applicants it 
is probable that admission will be restricted 
this year to students from Minnesota. There 
is no tuition fee for Minnesota students, and 
the cost of necessary supplies, aside from 
library tools which should be owned by the 
library, is not over $5.00. 

Full announcement giving details of the 
course and further information as to board 
and expenses will be issued before March 
15, and the final program will be printed in 
the June number of Library Notes and News. 

In view of the unusually large registra- 
tion, librarians who are considering taking 
the course are urged to correspond with the 
director immediately. 


LIBRARY PROGRESS IN 1914-1915. 

The accompanying table presents a few 
statistics from the annual report of libraries 
for 1914-15, which should have appeared in 
an earlier issue of the bulletin, but was 
crowded out for lack of space. The figures 
are those for the year ending June, 1915, 
and in some cases for the calendar year 
1914, but in order to provide an up-to-date 
mailing list the names of the present libra- 
rians are given. 

New libraries were established under 
state law at Herman, Leroy and Staples; 
the two latter having previously been organ- 
ized by associations. This makes a total of 
95 public libraries under state law, with over 
40 libraries maintained by associations. or 
clubs, and six subscription libraries. The 
indications are that there will be 100 public 
libraries organized under state law before 
the close of the present year. 

Appropriations. Permanent annual appro- 
priations were made at Chatfield, $800; Le- 
roy, 1% mills, which will amount to about 
$300 annually; Herman, $200. Eveleth had 
an appropriation of $12,000, the first year to 
cover the initial purchase of books, as well 
as current expenses. An appropriation of 
$100 for books was made by the council at 











STATISTICS OF PUBLIC LIBRARIES FOR THE YEAR ENDING JUNE, 1915 
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NE BS Eicon Sec os ne 1,685] 1,090.15) 5,899} 1,600]....| 15,319) 48nes Torpey. 
Mountain Iron ...... 1,343/Opened July, 1915 . Stella Stebbins. 
Nashwauk .......... 2 080) 531.00) 2,209; S7ht.... 17,786 Ruth M. Mcllivaine. 
eae 370) 197.81) 1,276| 293) 3} 1.599|Mrs. W. S. Wygant. 
North Mankato ..... 1,279| 200.66 1,384] 1,030) 24! 5/334|Mrs. Herman Arnold. 
Northfield ........... 3,265/ 1,181.82) 5,829) 2,742) 15) 21,234/Jennie Lasby. 
a we eae 1 age ax 4.817|Mrs. N. Coucheran. 
iaavilie .......... 1,774| 983.45) 1,693) 693} 32) 5,089jHester J. Clark. 
Owatonna ........... 658] 2,700.00, 15,668) 1,690) 196, 34,091)/H. Audiene Graham. 
Park Rapids’........ ME 3: side nis Re acx bees A. eares eee Ree et Maude Ressler. 
Paynesville ......... 926! 166.44 810) 452|.... 3,457| Victoria Gale. 
Pipestone ........... 2,475| 1,287.06} 4,808} 1,200|....| 13,101)Mrs. M. I. Gilson. 
Plainview .......... 1,175| 489.44| 1,674) 435] 50] 6,389] Kate Biers. 
a ee 1,193} 719.78| 2,117} 993) 7] 6,502|Mrs. E. B. Read. 
eee 9,048] 2,969.67} 9,089} 2,920|....|  29,357/Grace L. Meyer. 
Redwood Falls ...... 1,666! 1,104.40] 3,694) 1,097| 12) 12,843]M. Frances Moore. 
ere 7,844| 4,477.68] 12,725] 3,258! 242} 41,138|Edna Emerick. 
ee eee 1,011) 446.84! 2,305]....... Oe eeeer Emma Crampton. 
i eer 10,600} 2,945.51] 13,247] 3,922) 12 39,378|Mrs. Marie E. Brick. 
St. Louis Park ..:.- ‘| 11743] _'368.56| 1,825, "460|....| __5,045/Margaret Fletcher. 
St. Paul (1914)...... 214.744| 80,807.10/158,180| 36,731) 940; 584,500]W. Dawson Johnston. 
EE ing cic ccs ae 4.176| 1,112.65) 5,208] 1,354] 26) 10,118)Marian Tyler. 
Sandstone ........-- 1,818) 423.20| 1,752!) 421|....| 8,002] Violet Lynds. 
ON ee 2,154 2,217.21 8,574\No record! 18,941|Eva M. Davis. 
Sleepy Eye ......... 2,247| 439.60; 2,362 270| 28) 6,628|Lydia S. Sasse. 
Spring Valley ....... 1,817| 414.15} 2,996| 852| 17| 9,560|Alice V. Steffens. 
CS CL aica ee aes 2,558! 288.36 772 472| 27} 2,392|Genevieve Hartley. 
Stillwater .......¢.- 10,198 2,918.20; 14,222; 2,234) 442) 32,734|Mary KE. Corson. 
Thief River Falls . 3,714 3,504.66; 2,995) 1,614 5| 20,628|)\Emma L. Backe. 
Two Harbors ....... 4.990| 2,236.66] 5,233) 2,865) 104) 24,117/Marion Dahl. 
eee? 10,473| 9,794.51) 13,080! 6,176] 35| 76,419/Mabel Newhard. 
WE. cdccaccccse 2,622! 591.91) 3,755 930).... 8,524|Rebecca R. Brown. 
TEED. ee ccesceecacs 917 562.44| 1,629 279| 15 4,012|/Margaret B. Fluke. 
ey eee or 492 337.99| 2,339 347| 54 4,163|Sara Lamb. 
White Bear (1914)...] 1,505 801.11; 3,597 560|.... 5,225|Nellie Freeman. 
IE sso cis 5 00o0de0 4,138 1,451.37| 3,987] 1,815 2| 17,820|/|Amy Hanscom. 
Winnebago ......... 1,55 572.8 2,210 78 28 6,257|Winnifred White. 
WMO o5.c ccs esses | 18,583 4,321.72) 33,957) 4,449 8 88,689|Jeannette A. Clarke. 
Worthington ....... . 2,385} 1,685.12} 4,442) 1,751 4| 13,417/Mrs. Margaret Hoffman. 
Zumbrota ....... odes 1,138 670.65) 3,033 678) 17 6,270|\Hattie E. Marvin. 
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Kenyon and $400 at St. Louis Park. Addi- 
tions to appropriations were made as fol- 


lows: Coleraine, $300; Crookston, $500; 
Grand Rapids, $300; International Falls, 
$200; Janesville, $100; Moorhead, $700; 


North Mankato, $80; Redwood Falls, $300; 
Thief River Falls from $1,200 to $2,500; Vir- 
ginia, $1.700; Worthington, $500. 

Buildings. Carnegie buildings were 
opened at Chatfield, Mountain Iron, Orton- 
ville and Thief River Falls. Good progress 
was made on the buildings at St. Paul, 
Browns Valley, Graceville and Leroy, and 
on three Carnegie branches in Minneapolis. 

Gifts. Important gifts which may be noted 
are a $450 piano from the Current Events 
Club at Crookston; $153 to the Mapleton 
Public Library from an abandoned fire com- 
pany; furniture for the children’s room from 
the Literary Club at Morris; $200 from the 
St. Cloud Reading Room Society; a statue 
of Lincoln from the Monday Afternoon Club 
at Willmar. 


AIDS FOR LIBRARIANS. 


Minnesota Municipalities. The first issue 
of Minnesota Municipalities, a bi-monthly 
published by the League of Minnesota Mu- 
nicipalities has appeared, and promises to 
be of vital interest to every Minnesota com- 
munity. Librarians will be especially inter- 
ested in an article in the first number on 
Park Planting for Prairie Towns, by Lycur- 
gus R. Moyer of Montevideo. Mr. Moyer is 
president of the library board at Montevideo 
and has been a faithful attendant at meet- 
ings of the Minnesota Library Association. 

A sample copy has been sent to each li- 
brary, and it is hoped that there may be a 
prompt response, and that this publication 
may be found in every library in the state. 
Libraries should respond to the awakening 
interest in municipal problems by supplying 
Material for careful study. The subscrip- 
tion price is $1.25 per year. 

Minnesota Birds. The state entomologist 
has just issued Circular No. 35—Further Ob- 
servations on Minnesota Birds; their eco- 
nomic relations to the agriculturist, supple- 
menting Circular No. 32—Some Useful Birds 
Found in Minnesota, issued in July, 1915. 

Both pamphlets are well illustrated, and 
attractive in form and substance and should 
be in every library. They may be obtained 
as long as the supply lasts, by sending three 














cents to cover postage to F. L. Washburn, 


State Entomologist, 
Paul, Minn. 

Free Material. Lists of Material Which 
May Be Obtained Free or at Small Cost, 
compiled by Mary J. Booth, has been issued 
by the A. L. A. Publishing Board. This 
pamphlet is an invaluable aid to librarians 
in securing material that will supplement at 
small expense the books and magazines al- 
ready on the shelves or for libraries with 
small book funds, to take the place of books. 
The Commission has a supply of these lists 
and will take pleasure in sending a copy to 
any library in the state upon request. The 
value of pamphlet material can hardly be 
over-emphasized, and every library, even the 
smallest should have a vertical file or a few 
pamphlet boxes for the proper care of such 
material. 

Seven Joys of Reading. This delightful 
essay by Mary Wright Plummer, who is now 
president of the American Library Associa- 
tion, has been reprinted by the H. W. Wil- 
son Co. in an attractive little pamphlet. The 
Commission sent a copy as a Christmas 
greeting to every librarian in the state. The 
essay should be passed on to appreciative 
readers, as its keen insight and delicious 
humor will do much to restore one’s sense 
of real values and the many allusions will 
stimulate an interest in re-reading old favor- 
ites. Why not try a shelf of the real books 
mentioned in Miss Plummer’s essay? If one 
righteous patron, or even the librarian, could 
be found to read them, it might save the li- 
brary from the curse of mediocre fiction. 

Stories for Reading Aloud. A new edition 
revised, of the Graded List of Stories for 
Reading Aloud, compiled by Harriet E. Hass- 
ler and Carrie E. Scott, has been issued by 
the A. L. A. Publishing Board. The Com- 
mission has a supply on hand and will send 
a copy to any small library upon request. 

What Shall We Read Now? A new edi- 
tion of graded lists of books for children, 
compiled by the Children’s Room, Pratt In- 
stitute Free Library, Brooklyn, and the Free 
Public Library of East Orange, N. J., has 
been published by the H. W. Wilson Co., 
White Plains, N. Y., at ten cents a set with 
a discount of 50 per cent on orders amount- 
ing to $1.00 or more. The lists have been 
revised, and represent co-operative work of 
the highest order. Such lists are of great 
value in co-operating with the schools and 


University Farm, St. 








directing children’s reading and are in con- 
venient form for distribution to teachers. 

Shakespeare Bibliography. A Brief Guide 
to the Literature of Shakespeare, by H. H. 
B. Meyer, chief bibliographer, Library of 
Congress, has been issued by the A. L. A. 
Publishing Board at 50c. 

This bibliography is well arranged and 
annotated, and offers timely aid to the libra- 
rian who wishes to build up her collection 
of Shakespearean literature. A good list of 
books on costume and pageantry is added in 
an appendix. 

Books for New Americans. A list of books 
for foreigners learning English, compiled by 
Miss Lois M. Jordan, has been published by 
the Minneapolis Public Library. Through 
the courtesy of the library, a supply has 
been furnished the Commission for distribu- 
tion to libraries in the state which have need 
for such a list. Apply to the Commission. 

Index to Library Notes and News. With 
this number of Library Notes and News is 
mailed the index to volume 4, 1913-1915. 
Any libraries desiring back numbers to 
compiete their file may obtain them upon 
request to the Commission. 


A CORRECTION. 

Through an error of the editor, the Ameri- 
can Peace Society, Colorado Bldg., Wash- 
ington, D. C., is included in a list of organ- 
izations issuing free material on the subject 
of peace, recommended in Miss Stearns’ 
paper on The Library and War and Peace 
in Library Notes and News, December, 1915, 
p. 211. 

The librarian of the Society makes the 
following statement: “The American Peace 
Society issues pamphlets which are sold for 
a small price, and will send its list of pub- 
lications free upon request. The Society 
also publishes the ‘Advocate of Peace,’ sub- 
scription rates one dollar a year. Our funds 
do not permit of our sending any quantity of 
our literature free.” 


FOR SALE. 

Note.—Books advertised in this column 
are not thereby recommended for purchase, 
but are noted as an accommodation to pub- 
lic libraries in the state and their patrons. 
The Commission is always glad to give ad- 
vice and information as to prices regarding 
purchase of second-hand books. 
Bartlett—Familiar quotations, 9thed. 1891. 








Century cyclopedia of names, 2d ed. 1895, 
Revolving book case, 3 ft. 3 in. by 18 in, 
three shelves. 


OWATONNA PUBLIC LIBRARY, 

Audiene Graham, Librarian, 
Encyclopedia Britannica—New Wer. 

OP WR. TON 5 055s e5eriag- ode $20.00 
Makers of American history, 20v..... 10.00 
World’s wit and humor, l5v........,, 9.00 

MRS. E. LOCKHART, 
2106 W. 3d St, 


Duluth, Minn, 

Stoddard—Lectures, 14v., levant. 

LULU ROGERS, 
R. F. D. 2, Winona, Minn, 
A large private library is offered for gale 
containing some standard reference books, 
and many books of history, literature and 
sociology. A complete list will be sent on 
application to the Library Commission, or to 
F. S. Wheeler, Ortonville, Minn. 


WANTED. 
A. L. A. Proceedings, 1908. 
WINONA NORMAL SCHOOL, 
Mary Grant, Librarian, 


THE NEW LIBRARIAN’S ALMANAC, 

March 4-11. Baby Week. Is your library 
co-operating in this campaign? A circular 
letter with a brief list of best material has 
been sent to every librarian in the state, 
and reports already received show that some 
libraries are alive to this opportunity. 

The bulletin on “Baby Week Campaigns” 
will be sent free upon application to the 
Children’s Bureau, U. S. Department of La 
bor, Washington, D. C. Other publications 
of the Bureau can be obtained for a small 
sum from the Superintendent of Documents, 
Attention is also called to the free pam- 
phlets distributed by the Minnesota Public 
Health Association. 

The following books are recommended by 
the committee on infant welfare of the Mil- 
nesota Public Health Association. This 
committee consists of Dr. F. W. Schult, 
Minneapolis, Chairman; Dr. L. Arlene Lane, 
Faribault; Mrs. M. Lettice, St. Paul; Dr. 
Walter Ramsey, St. Paul and Dr. J. P. Sedg 
wick, Minneapolis. 

American Association for the Study and 
Prevention of Infant Mortality. Care of 
the baby. 3rd ed. 1914. Supt. of Docs. 
Washington, D. C., 5c. 
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Comstock. Mothercraft. 1915. Hearst, $1.00. 

Cooke. Nurse's handbook of obstetrics. 
6th ed. 1913. Lippincott, $2.00. 

Dennett. The healthy baby. 1912. Mac- 
millan, $1.00 net. 

Griffith. The care of the baby. 6th ed. rev. 
1915. Saunders, $1.50 net. 

Holt. The care and feeding of children. 
8th ed. 1915. Appleton, 75c net. 

Kerley. Short talks with young mothers. 
9d ed. 1915. Putnam, $1.00 net. 


Lippert & Holmes. When to send for the 
doctor. 1913. Lippincott, $1.25 net. 
McCarthy. Hygiene for mother and child. 

Harper, $1.25 net. 

Ramsey. Infancy and _ childhood. 1916. 
Dutton, $1.00. 

Slemons. The prospective mother. 1912. 
Appleton, $1.50 net. 

Smith. The baby’s first two years. 1915. 
Houghton, 75c net. 

West. Prenatal care. 19138. Children’s Bu- 
reau. Supt. of Docs., Washington, D. C., 
5c. 

Wheeler. Before the baby comes. 1914. 
Harper, $1.00 net. 

The above list has been printed in book- 
mark form and can be secured from the Li- 
brary Commission at the rate of $1.25 per 
1,000. A longer list of books and pamphlets 
on Infant Welfare, compiled by Elva L. Bas- 
com and Dorothy Reed Mendenhall has been 
issued by the Wisconsin Library Commis- 
sion. Reprints of this list will be sent to 
any library upon application to the Minne- 
sota Commission. 

March 17. St. Patrick’s Day. A bulletin 
on Ireland with a list of Irish stories and 
books on Irish life would be appropriate. 

April. Are you ready for the garden en- 
thusiasts? Send to Holm & Olson, St. Paul 
for their pamphlets on landscape gardening 
and seed catalogs. The catalogs of reliable 
firms are very useful and make an attractive 
exhibit. A list of these will be furnished by 
the Commission on request. 

Your Civic League is now ready for its 
annual clean-up campaign. The Democrat 
Printing Co. has issued an attractive Clean 
City Book Mark, which may be obtained at 
25 cents per 100. 

Some of the material every library should 
have is given below and the Commission: 
will gladly furnish longer lists upon request. 








American city (Town and County Edition), 
87 Nassau St., New York. $2 a year. 

Farwell—Village improvement. Sturgis. $1. 

Gale—Civic improvement in little towns. 
Amer. Civic Assn. 25c. 

McVey—Making of a town. McClurg. $1. 

Minnesota municipalities. $1.25 per year 
(see page 7). 

April—Arbor and Bird Day comes the lat- 
ter part of the month. (Watch for the gov- 
ernor’s proclamation). 

Bulletin No. 53 of the Minnesota Dept. of 
Education entitled Some factors in educa- 
tion in Minnesota has an excellent list of 
selections for Arbor Day, as well as valuable 
material on forests and birds. This publi- 
cation should be in every library. The pam- 
phiets on Minnesota birds noted in another 
column, and the publications of the State 
Forestry Department are also. essential. 
Some of the best selections are found in the 
following: 

Le Row—Pieces for every occasion. 
Hinds. $1.25. 

St. Nicholas—Our holidays. Century. 65c. 

Schauffler—Arbor day. Moffat. $1.00. 

Stevenson—Days and deeds: poetry. Dou- 
bleday. $1.00. 

—— Days and deeds: prose. Doubleday. 
$1.00. 

The Wisconsin Library Bulletin for Feb- 
ruary, 1916, is largely devoted to Birds and 
Gardening. This monthly publication costs 
$1.00 a year to libraries outside of Wiscon- 
sin and is well worth the price. By special 
arrangement with the Wisconsin Commis- 
sion, the Minnesota Commission has a num- 
ber of extra copies which can be borrowed 
by libraries which cannot afford the subscrip- 
tion price. 

Why not try a Shakespearean garden, ac- 
cording to the plan suggested by the Drama 
League? 

April 23. Shakespeare Tercentenary. Bul- 
letin No. 2 of the Drama League has already 
been distributed to libraries in Minnesota. 

Other material which may be secured of 
the Tercentenary Bureau, Drama League of 
America, 726 Marquette Building, Chicago, 
is as follows: 

The Shakespeare Tercentenary Bulletin 
for schools, containing definite programs for 
festivals with full directions (or from the 
Drama League of America, 511 Eleventh St. 
N. W., Washington, D. C. Single copy 10c, 6 
copies 50c.) 











List of folk dances, 15c. 

Quotations for tree planting and list of 
Shakespeare flowers, 25c. 

Masque of Psyche, by Mrs. T. S. Hope, 
Ridgewood, N. J. (Ideal for use of women’s 
clubs.) 50c. 

Master Will of Stratford, by Mrs. Eugene 
H. Garnett. 50c. 

Garden plans for parks and schools, or 
private gardens, by the Garden Committee, 
in blue print, 25c. 

A number of Shakespearean records and 
dances can be secured for the victrola. 

A most interesting and valuable series of 
articles was started in the Sunday Supple- 
ment to the New York Times, February 20th, 
and will continue through ten numbers. 
Subscriptions for these ten issues are fifty 
cents and can be sent through regular news- 
dealers or to the Shakespeare Dept., New 
York Times, New York City. Enter your 
subscription at once. 

The Commission has a few loan collec- 
tions of pictures, including the post cards 
issued by the Drama League at 50 cents a 
set, illustrations of Shakespearean charac- 
ters, etc. These may be borrowed by libra- 
ries for exhibition. 

Every library should make an effort to fill 
out its Shakespeare collection according to 
its means. The Brief guide to the literature 
of Shakespeare, published by the A. L. A. 
Publishing Board at 50c noted in Aids for 
Librarians is an excellent guide. Good sug- 
gestions are also offered in the article by 
Prof. D. K. Dodge, in Public Libraries, De- 
cember, 1915, page 460-2. 

From these lists a few titles are sug- 
gested as being of interest to the general 
reader. 

Good editions of single plays for library 
use are the Hudson, Rolfe, Temple and Tu- 
dor, ranging from 35c to 50c a volume. 


The Ben Greet Shakespeare for young | 


readers and amateur players is interesting 
reading and extremely helpful for amateur 
actors. This edition is published by Double- 


day at 60c each, but has recently been of- 
fered on remainder lists at 25c. 

The following have been issued in the se- 
ries: 


As you like it. 

Comedy of errors. 

Julius Caesar. 

Merchant of Venice. 
Midsummer night’s dream. 
The tempest. 











| Stone. 


The best single volume editions for refey. 
ence use are the Globe (Macmillan, $1,75), 
Oxford (Clarendon Press, $1.25), and Cam. 
bridge (Houghton, $2.00.) 


Biography, Criticism, etc. 
Clarke. Girlhood of Shakespeare’s heroines, 
3v. Dutton (Everyman’s lib.), 35¢ each. 
Dowden. Shakespeare, a critical study of 
his mind and art. Paul, $1.75. 

Hudson. Shakespeare; his life, art ang 
characters, 2v. Ginn, $4.00. 

Jameson. Shakespeare’s heroines. Bell, $1, 

Lamb. Tales from Shakespeare, il. by Ar. 
thur Rackham. Dent, $2.50. 

Lee. Life of William Shakespeare. 
millan, $2.25. 

Mabie. William Shakespeare; poet, dra- 
matist, and man. Macmillan, $1. 

MacCracken. Introduction to Shakespeare, 
Macmillan, 90c. 

Macleod. Shakespeare story book. Barnes, 
$1.75. 

Neilson. Chief Elizabethan dramatists, ex- 
cluding Shakespeare. Houghton, $2.75. 
Ordish. Shakespeare’s London. Macmillan, 

$1.25. 
Rolfe. Life of Shakespeare. Estes, $3.00. 
—— Shakespeare the boy. Harper, $1.25. 
Schelling. Elizabethan drama, 1158-1642, 2v. 
Houghton, $7.50. 


Mac- 


Shelley. Shakespeare and Stratford. Lit- 
tle, $1.25 (Literary shrines ser.) 

Wendell. William Shakespeare. Scribner, 
$1.75. 

Winter. Shakespeare on the stage, Ist and 


2nd series. Moffat, $3.00 each. 


Costumes and Pageantry. 


Chubb. Festivals and plays. Harper, $2.00. 
Mackay. Costumes and scenery for ama- 


teurs. Holt, $1.75. 
—— How to produce children’s plays. Holt, 
$1.20. 
| Rhead. Chats on costume. Unwin, $2.00. 


Bankside costume book for children. 
Saalfield, $1.00. 
Fiction, Plays, etc. 
Aldrich. Marjorie Daw and other stories. 
Houghton, $1.00 (A midnight fantasy.) 
Bennett. Master Skylark. Century, $1.50. 
Black. Judith Shakespeare. Burt, 75c. 
Burrill. Master Skylark; a dramatization. 
Century, $1.00. 
Liitkenhaus. Master Skylark; a dramatiza 
tion for schools. Century, 10c. 
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Noyes. Tales of the Mermaid tavern. 


Stokes, $1.35. 
Quiller-Couch. Shakespeare’s Christmas and 


other stories. Longmans, $1.50. 
Snaith. Anne Feversham. Appleton, $1.35. 
Stephens. A gentleman player. Page, 75c. 
May 18. Peace Day. See list in Miss 
Stearns’ paper, Library Notes and News, 
December, 1915, page 211. 
May 30. Memorial Day. See Lerow, St. 
Nicholas and Stevenson listed above and 
Schauffler, Memorial day. Moffat, $1.00. 


CHRISTMAS IN THE LIBRARIES. 
There was a general observance of Christ- 
mas in the libraries of Minnesota through- 
out the month of December, beginning with 
the Safety-First Juvenile Book Week, which 
gave an unusual impetus to the interest in 
better books for boys and girls. 

The Boy Scout list of Books Boys Like 
Best was distributed through the Commis- 
sion, in addition to the Commission list of 
Children’s Books for Christmas Gifts. 

Among the libraries which made a spe- 
cial feature of Christmas exhibits were Min- 
neapolis, Duluth, St. Cloud, Rochester, Red 
Wing, Eveleth, Mountain Iron, Coleraine, 
Thief River Falls, Litchfield, Montevideo, 
Morris and Chatfield. Lists were sent to 
parents and teachers, and the exhibits were 
well advertised in the papers. 

The buildings and especially the children’s 
rooms were made attractive by Christmas 
trees and greens and Christmas story-hours 
and victrola concerts were held. 

Extracts from letters and clippings re- 
ceived in the Commission office will show 
the variety of ways in which Christmas was 
celebrated, and some of the results obtained. 

Chisholm. “Through the courtesy of the 
schooi board, the library has a number of 
Christmas tree and other decorations which 
improves its appearance very much. Small 
spruce trees, covered with artificial snow, 
are placed around the door and vines and 
wreaths are scattered about. The tree in 
the children’s room is lighted every after- 
neon and evening.” 

Fergus Falls. “We have made a success- 
ful campaign on behalf of good literature 
week. The Woman’s club has enlisted in 
the service, and wants 100 copies of the list 
of Books Boys Like Best. Miss Renny, one 
of the book committee, and myself have 
given a series of talks at the Parents’ Clubs 














of the four ward schools and distributed 
lists, also I have had an exhibit in the li- 
brary and printed part of the lists in the 
paper.” 

Hibbing. “A supply of the best juvenile 
literature is on sale at the library and the 
demand has been so brisk that practically 
all available volumes have been purchased. 
These books were taken from a regular con- 
signment to the library and placed on sale 
because of the keen demand from parents 
for early assistance in selection of Christ- 
mas literature.” 

Nashwauk. “We found the exhibit of 
books most attractive, and with some of the 
most appealing titles from Miss Stephens’ 
recent purchase (Keewatin) and from our 
own shelves we managed to have a consid- 
erable number of books on display. We are 
handicapped to some extent, by the lack of 
display space in this library, but a portion 
of the top of our atlas file, and a window sill 
above it worked fairly well. With the little 
publicity I gave the plan (only one news- 
paper article, and a few phone calls), I felt 
amply repaid for the effort by the total of 
the resultant order, $45.20.” 

Owatonna. “We are co-operating with the 
book dealer who has distributed Christmas 
lists with his statements, and had the books 
on sale which were exhibited at the library.” 

Stillwater. ‘We have an exhibit from our 
local dealer, who has been most accommo- 
dating. A victrola Messiah concert on De- 
cember 22 was a gratifying success.” 

Virginia. “We are having two grades at a 
time come in charge of the teachers during 
regular school periods and Miss Wright tells 
the Story of the Other Wise Man and plays 
Christmas carols and Madame Schumann- 
Heink sings Stille Nacht.” 


INSTITUTION LIBRARIES. 

The School for the Blind at Faribault has 
arranged with the public libraries at Duluth 
and St. Paul to act as deposit stations for 
collections of books in New York point. The 
blind residents of these two cities can get 
their books at home and have the benefit 
of the service of the public libraries. A 
catalogue has been printed to assist in mak- 
ing good selections. The blind living in all 
parts of the state can draw books free of 
expense from Faribault, as the U. S. govern- 
ment franks such books through the mails. 
At the School for the Deaf, lectures on 








the library resources of Minnesota and how 
to get at them have been given recently by 
Miss Carey. The object of these lectures 
was to give instruction in the details con- 
nected with registration and borrowing. 
The libraries at St. Paul, Duluth, and Min- 
neapolis gave samples of their charging sys- 
tems and these were displayed and studied. 
The lectures were given as class exercises 
and were interpreted to the pupils who took 
notes and submitted to a test at the close 
of the exercises. Copies of the lectures can 
be obtained by applying to Dr. J. N. Tate, 
School for the Deaf, Faribault, as they were 
published in The Companion, the school pe- 
riodical, and also in the North Star, at the 
School for Feeble-Minded. 

The sympathy and guidance of the libra- 
rians of the state is requested for these boys 
and girls if as a result of this instruction 
they try to take out library cards in their 
home towns. 

The American Library Association has re- 
cently appointed a committee on libraries in 
hospitals and in charitable and correction 
institutions. This committee will have 
charge of a section meeting at the next ses- 
sion of the National Conference of Charities 
and Correction at Indianapolis, May 10-16, 
one afternoon being set aside for this pur- 
pose. 

The following will be the program: 

A report on a survey of institution libra- 
ries—Miss Florence R. Curtis, University of 
Illinois, Urbana. 

The importance of organized libraries in 
institutions—Miss Edith Kathleen Jones, 
McLean Hospital, Waverly, Mass. 

The outlook in Indiana—Henry N. San- 
born, Secretary, Public Library Commission, 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

The book and the boy—Superintendent W. 
L. Kuser, lowa Industrial School for Boys, 
Eldora, lowa. 

The discussions on the above papers will 
be opened by the following: Miss Julia A. 
Robinson, Secretary Iowa Library Commis- 
sion; Miss Carrie E. Scott, Organizer In- 
diana Library Commission; Miss Charlotte 
Templeton, Nebraska Library Commission; 
Dr. Elizabeth Cassidy, Colorado State Board 
of Charities, and Hon. F. L. Randall, Chair- 
man, Massachusetts Prison Commission. 

Mr. Sanborn will have charge of exhibits 
designed to show the best library equipment 








and also some special collections of books 
for institutions. 

Minnesota will be represented during the 
discussions from the floor. Superintendent 
Merrill, of Owatonna; Miss MacGregor, of 
Phalen Park, and others will speak of what 
has been accomplished in this state for the 
dependent, defective and delinquent clagges, 

Modern Hospital, a handsome monthly pe. 
riodical published in St. Louis, has set aside 
a page for library exploitation. This page 
is edited by Miss Jones, of Massachusetts, 
one of the members of the A. L. A. commit. 
tee on institution libraries. Reprints of 
some of the articles which have appeared in 
Modern Hospital and in the American Jour. 
nal of Insanity and other publications cap 
be obtained by applying to Miriam E. Carey, 
State Board of Control, St. Paul. M. E, ¢, 


PERSONAL. 


Rev. George Huntington, of Northfield, for 
many years librarian of Carleton College, 
and a member of the board of directors of 
the Northfield Public Library, passed from 
this life, January 2, 1916. 

The following is an extract from resolu. 
tions passed by the library board: 

“For the past 17 years he had been a 
member of the library board and for a long 
time its president, faithful always to his 
trust and most conscientious in the fulfill 
ment of every duty. His wise and mature 
judgment, the fruit of a high sphere of 
thought, was always at the service of the 
library and the community. His generous, 
courteous nature impressed all with whom 
he came in contact and won for him an en- 
viable place in the hearts of his fellow citi- 
zens. 

As long as they who knew him live, will 
there remain the memory of his presence, 
mingled of gentleness, cordiality and kindly 


dignity; of his broad culture and, delightful | 


wit which made him such a charming com 
panion; of his keen, sane, and living inter 
est in all that concerned the betterment of 
humanity.” 

Those who attended the meeting of the 
Minnesota Library Association at Minnetot- 
ka last September will recall with thankful 
ness the opportunity of hearing Dr. Hunt 
ington’s paper on Literary Inspirations, 
which showed his ripe scholarship and deep 
spiritual perceptions. The sincere sympathy 
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of her many friends among library workers 
in the state goes out to Mrs. Huntington. 

Miss Stella Wiley, formerly librarian at 
Hibbing, is in charge of the Walker Branch, 
Minneapolis, during the absence of Miss 
Dinsmore, who went South to recuperate 
from a severe attack of pneumonia. 

Miss May Wessberg will be in charge of 
North Branch while Miss Clapp is absent on 
account of ill health. 

Miss Lura Hutchinson has been appointed 
librarian of the new Sumner Branch in 
place of Miss Wessberg. 

Miss Augusta Starr has been made head 
of the new Thirty-sixth St. Branch and Beda 
Erickson is librarian of the Camden Branch, 
succeeding Miss Jessamine Smith; who re- 
signed to return to her home. 

New appointments on the Minneapolis li- 
prary staff are Miss Maude Leroy, of Au- 
gusta, Wis., University of Wisconsin Library 
School, assistant in the catalog department; 
Miss Edith Grout, Arlington, Vt., Albany Li- 
brary School, assistant in the circulating de- 
partment. 

Miss Catherine Williams, of Milwaukee, a 
graduate of the Pittsburgh Training School 
for Children’s Librarians has been ap- 
pointed children’s librarian at Chisholm and 
began work January 1. 

Miss Rose Taylor has been appointed li- 
brarian in charge of the West Duluth Branch 
library to succeed Miss Margaret Barrows, 
resigned. 

Miss Victoria Gale has succeeded Miss 
Agonia Heimerdinger as librarian at Paynes- 
ville. 


COWHIDE vs. BUCKRAM. 

In the second edition of Library Handbook 
No. 5, “Binding for Libraries,” recently is- 
sued, the A. L. A. Committee on Bookbind- 
ing advocates the use of cowhide in binding 
fiction and juvenile books. Unfortunately 


the war demand for cowhide has caused the | 
price to advance and the quality to deteri- | 


orate. The Committee therefore suggests 
that buckrams meeting the specifications of 
the Bureau of Standards, or other cloths 
equally as strong, be substituted for cowhide 
in all cases. When the price and quality 
again become normal this policy should be 
reversed. 


A. L. BAILEY, Chairman, 
A. L. A. Committee on Bookbinding. 











NEWS OF MINNESOTA LIBRARIES. 


(Items of news for this column are solic- 
ited from all libraries in the state. They 
should be sent to the Secretary of the Com- 
mission by the 15th of the month preceding 
each issue of the bulletin, which appears 
quarterly in March, June, September and De- 
cember.) 


Anoka. The interior of the library has 
been newly decorated. A library bulletin 
done by a local artist has been placed in the 
State Bank window. 

Appleton. At a recent meeting of the vil- 
lage council the public library was made 
free. Heretofore a charge of a dollar a year 
has been made to library patrons. The li- 
brary contains about 2,000 volumes and is 
housed in a good room on the ground floor 
of the village hall. A considerable increase 
in the number of books loaned was reported 
on the first free day, especially among the 
children. 

Blackduck. A library benefit dance was 
given in the city hall Thanksgiving evening. 
The proceeds were $17. 

Brainerd. In a lecture on The Problem of 
Public Leisure, given in the Chamber of 
Commerce in December, Miss Lutie E. 
Stearns made an effective plea for the li- 
brary, showing what it might accomplish in 
the community and urging the necessity of 
adeguate support. 

Funds have been raised through outside 
efforts to keep the library open every day 
during the winter. 

Chisholm. The latest acquisition to the 
Chisholm Public Library is a sewing ma- 
chine for the use of sewing circles. Two 
dozen folding chairs have also been pur- 
chased. 

Coleraine. An exhibit of photographs of 
American Indians by Karl Moon was held in 
the library early in January. 


Crookston. Through the courtesy of Mr. 
H. H. Chesterman, local agent of the vic- 
trola, free victrola concerts have been given 
at the library on Sunday afternoons. A fine 
program with patriotic music and a reading 
of Lincoln’s Gettysburg address was given 
February 13. 

Detroit. The library club has been giving 
a series of free afternoon concerts at the 
library club rooms on Sunday afternoons. 
The program lasting about one hour, con- 
sists of vocal and instrumental music and 
readings and the library is open to the pub- 
lic for an hour after the entertainment, 








Eveleth. The exhibit of photographic 
studies of American Indians by Karl Moon 
was greatly appreciated. 

185 kindergarten children attended a story 
hour of nursery rhymes, illustrated by pict- 
ures. The library has a small electric lan- 
tern that throws a picture about three by four 
feet, and gives successful results. A late 
addition of Yiddish books is having a splen- 
did circulation and bringing many new bor- 
rowers. 

Fairmont. The walis of the library have 
been redecorated in a soft brown tint, and 
woodwork cleaned. 

Fergus Falls. The school library has been 
combined with the public library under the 
contract authorized by state law. An as- 
sistant has been engaged for the Sunday 
opening hours. This service has previously 
been rendered by the library board. 

Graceville. The library was removed to 
the new Carnegie building late in November. 
The building is built of red brick in an Eng- 
lish Gothic design, with the main floor in 
the usual one-room oblong plan. 

Grand Marais. A masquerade ball was 
given for the benefit of the library February 
21. 

Grand Rapids. The Itasca county com- 
missioners have increased the appropriation 
to the Grand Rapids Public Library to $500 
for the present year. Members of the li- 
brary board appeared before the commis- 
sioners on December 23 to present the needs 
of the library. Miss Baldwin, Secretary of 
the Commission, also spoke of the advan- 
tages of the county system in solving the 
state-wide problem of library extension. 
The Commissioners were asked to make a 
permanent tax levy as authorized by law. 
They received the suggestion with interest, 
but wished to lay the matter before the va- 
rious town boards before taking such action. 
Libraries are now sent out to 76 schools in 
the county. 

Granite Falls. The ladies’ rest room is 
open for a men’s reading room during the 
evening, under the auspices of the library 
board. Magazines and a traveling library 
are placed in the room. 

Hibbing. The collection of Karl Moon’s 


Indian photographs was shown at the li- 
brary for a week in January. 

A law library has been purchased by the 
library board, which will give Hibbing the 
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best collection of law books outside the 
Twin Cities and Duluth. The books wij] be 
kept at the Court House until room ig pro. 
vided in the new building now under cop. 
sideration by the council. 


Hutchinson. The library entertainment 
course of 1915-16 resulted in a net profit of 
$88.97. 

Janesville. The library is loaning books 
to families in the Britton school district, 
which is associated with Janesville, and the 
librarian announces that she has two sets 
of 25 books ready to loan to any rural com. 
munity or school that will attend to the 
transportation and exchange of the books. 


Leroy. The public library was dedicated 
January 13. The building cost nearly $7,000 
and the money was raised entirely by sub- 
scription of citizens and the Ladies’ Library 
Association, who have now assumed the debt 
of $1,200 still to be paid. 

The chief address was given by Prof. Leal 
A. Headley, of Carleton College, formerly 
superintendent of schools at Leroy, and was 
a brilliant and forceful presentation of the 


| value of the library to a community. Miss 


Baldwin, of the Library Commission, also 


spoke, congratulating Leroy as being the 


only town of its size in the state to build a 


| library building without outside aid. Supt. 
| Tracy gave a historical sketch of the library, 


closing with a communication from the li- 
brary association to the library board offer- 
ing them the use of the library building un- 
til it is paid for entirely, when it will be 
deeded to the village. A number of musical 
selections and readings added to the interest 
of the program. 


Little Falls. A new furnace has been in- 
stalled by the library board. Zinc window 
boxes have been placed in all windows in 
the parlors and filled with flowers. The fur- 
nace chimney has been raised four feet by 
the city and a sidewalk placed on the north 
side of the property. The library has re 
ceived generous gifts for books and some 
valuable reference books have been donated. 

Miss Lutie E. Stearns lectured in Little 
Fails on “Community Unity and Co-opera 
tion,” with the result that a new interest was 
taken in the library and financial help given. 

The literary section of the Musical Art 
Club have held meetings each Tuesday evel- 
ing in the library parlors. Literary topics 
have been discussed and much _ interest 
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taken. The librarian is chairman of the lit- 
erary section. 

Long Lake. An old time dance was given 
py the library board, February 11. 
‘Madison. The library board gave a ban- 
quet to the city council at their regular 
meeting in January. The council agreed to 
give the library free heat from the munici- 
pal heating plant for a year if the library 
would make the necessary connections. The 
Commercial Club has donated $30 to help 
defray the expense. 

A contract has been made between the li- 
prary board and board of education for li- 
prary service to the schools. 

A series of weekly free entertainments in 
the club rooms of the library was begun in 
February. 

Mankato. The National Child Labor suit 
case exhibit of charts was held in Novem- 
ber, and the Karl Moon Indian photographs 
in December. 

Maple Lake. The Mothers’ Club of Maple 
Lake organized a free public library Feb- 
ruary 5, 1915. The funds for purchasing 
pooks were obtained through various enter- 
tainments under the direction of their presi- 
dent, Mrs. J. E. Madigan. The books pur- 
chased by them and the traveling library 
were circulated from the home of Mrs. Fred 
Ferrell until April 8, 1915, when the Rest 
Room and Library were provided for in a 
room in the Village Hall. Miss Ruth Leahy, 
Miss Anna Le Brun and Mrs. Ferrell have 
in turn donated their service during the 
time the library has been opened. Over 100 
volumes were donated this year, making a 
total of over 300 books owned by them. In 
addition the traveling library books are well 
circulated. 

A public meeting held in the village hall, 
February 2d was well attended in spite of 
the extreme cold. Mrs. J. E. Madigan pre- 
sided, and there were addresses by Supt. 
Kane and Father O’Brien, besides a good 
musical program. Miss Baldwin, of the Li- 
brary Commission, gave a talk on libraries 
illustrated with lantern slides. Miss Bald- 
win also spoke to the High School pupils 
on books and their uses and met with the 
Mothers’ Club in the afternoon for a discus- 
sion of ways and means. The students of 
the Domestic Science classes served a de- 
licious luncheon. 


Minneapolis. The Sumner Branch was 


opened December 16th. The children were 








admitted in the afternoon and entertained 
with music and stories by Mr. Enos V. Foulk. 
In the evening, the usual formal ceremonies 
were conducted, with addresses by B. C. 
Gale, T. B. Walker and Mayor Nye of the 
library board. Dr. J. C. Gordeon acted as 
interpreter. The branch has an assembly 
hall for meetings of the community. 

The Business and Municipal Branch was 
opened in its new quarters, 508 S. Second 
Ave., on January 31. This branch was es- 
tablished to give business men and city offi- 
cials material needed on business and civics. 
It will have a fine collection of maps, city 
directories, trade directories, financial and 
trade journals and the best books on busi- 
ness, banking, advertising and salesman- 
ship. It will have a large collection of news- 
paper clippings on municipal matters, char- 
ters, ordinances and reports of various 
cities, reports of civic bodies and associa- 
tions and best books on municipal govern- 
ment. Clubs will be invited to meet at the 
branch in order to become familiar with its 
resources. A balcony is available for such 
purposes. 

A new library station has been opened in 
a grocery store at Morning Side, under the 
supervision of the Linden Hills Branch. 

A community parlor in the ground floor 
rooms of the Seven Corners Branch has been 
opened under the direction of a recreation 
supervisor provided by the park board. 

Since September, library stations have 
been established at 21 places in the county. 

Montevideo. The Tuesday Study Club 
held an open meeting at the library, Decem- 
ber 7th. Miss Baldwin, of the Library Com- 
mission, gave a talk on Books as Tools of 
Efficiency. After the program refreshments 
were served in the basement and a very de- 
lightful social hour was spent. The library 
has given the use of the basement rooms to 
the Mecoba board for a men’s reading and 
recreation quarters. 

Monticello. The annual library entertain- 
ment, February 22d, was a concert by Mr. 
Frederick Southwick of Minneapolis. 

Morris. The library had the exhibit of 
Indian pictures by Karl Moon at the same 
time as the Christmas book exhibit. On one 
afternoon and evening, the ladies served re- 
freshments for the purpose of raising money 
to furnish the grate in the reading room. 

Mountain Iron. Out of a total population 
of about 1,100, 503 residents of Mountain Iron 





hold cards in the new public library. The 
library was opened July 16th and up to Jan- 
uary ist, 10,696 books were loaned. The li- 
brary has 2,600 books, 1,100 of which were 
transferred from the school library. Twen: 
ty newspapers are received including sev- 
eral printed in Finnish, Italian, and Sloven- 
ian languages. 


Northfield. A weekly story hour has been 
started with the assistance of the kindergar- 
ten teacher. Over 70 children were present 
the first day. 

Ortonville. The Tourist Club has pre- 
sented two beautiful pictures of Indian life 
to the library. 

Miss Haven, the Commission organizer, 
spent three weeks in Ortonville assisting 
Miss Clark in re-cataloging the library. 


Owatonna. The library has built up a 
strong collection of business books, which 
were made a special exhibit during Decem- 
ber. A group of books on agriculture and 
business was exhibited at the Good Roads 
meeting, January 24th. Circulation through 
the county stations is increasing. There are 
now 15 of these. A library placed in the 
Farmers’ Club rooms reaches many patrons 
who would not come to the main library. 


Rochester. The annual report of the li- 
brarian states that many new county bor- 
rowers are coming to the library largely as 
a result of the exhibit at the county fair. 
Another interesting feature is the large 
number of transient readers, due to the 
Mayo hospital. There were 849 registered 
in 1915, with a deposit of $936.80. 


St. Cloud. The exhibit of Scott pictures 
was an attraction early in December. 


St. James. A gift of $5 purchased 17 of 
the best books for younger children. 

Santiago, a play of the Spanish-American 
war, was put on in December by home talent 
under the direction of I. B. La Gasse. 


St. Paul. The St. Paul Public Library 
budget for 1916 provides for a total expen- 
diture of $326,000. Of this amount $82,000 is 
for the completion of the new building, 
$137,500 for books, and the remainder for 
salaries and maintenance. 

Mrs. Matilda Hutchinson has presented to 
the library a collection of French literature, 
numbering 145 titles. It includes the works 
of most of the classical writers and a large 
number of works by modern writers. 
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The former supervisor of school Sardens, 
Mr. B. A. Finney, has presented a collectio, 
of lantern slides illustrative of gardens anj 
gardening. The collection numbers 46 
slides. 

The Thursday Club has presented a gq), 
lection of Shakespearean phonograph re. 
ords for the use of schools and clubs. The 
collection includes selections from Verdi, 
Othello, sung by Melba and others, and Men- 
delssohn’s Midsummer Night’s Dream. The 
library’s collection of Shakespearean Tee. 
ords now numbers 21. 

South St. Paul. The Carnegie Corporatio 
has offered $15,000 for a library building ang 
the council has passed a resolution appro. 
priating $2,000 yearly for maintenance, 4 
site adjoining the city hall has been offered, 

Stillwater. Miss Grace Whare, of Hough. 
ton, Mich,, told the story of The Wonderful 
Adventures of Nils, illustrated by colored 
lantern slides from pictures by Mary Frey, 
The slides were a gift to the library at 
Houghton and the proceeds from the exhi. 
bition of the slides go to the children’s 
room. 

Members of the Junior and Senior Eng. 
lish classes were given an exercise at the 
public library following a lecture by Miss 
Corson on the use of the library. 

Thief River Falls. Non-residents have 
been offered the use of the library on the 
payment of 25 cents per year for a member 
ship card. Books will be sent these mem- 
bers by parcel post. Posters placed in the 
hotels and stations are bringing many tran- 
sient visitors to the library. 

Virginia. The Needlework Guild held an 
exhibit of their work in the library in De 
cember. A branch of the public library has 
been established in the West Virginia 
school, with one of the teachers in charge. 
Four hundred books have been deposited at 
the school and others will be sent over 4 
requested. 

Walker. 


A gift of 21 books was received 
from Mr. A. W. Morris. 


Willmar. By means of a tag day during 
County Fair week, $200 was raised to pay the 
amount due on the additional land pur 
chased last year. 

Winona. The art room of the library has 
been re-decorated in a soft grey, which 
makes an artistic background for the pic 
tures and greatly improves the appearance 
of the room. 











